Steve’s Italy Travel References

“Reading about Italy before traveling there makes for a much more enjoyable trip.”

-- Steve Waszak, M.D.

“Wherever the Catholic sun doth shine,

There’s always laughter and good red wine;

At least I’ve always found it so

Benedicamus Domino.”

-- Hilaire Belloc

“TU ES PETROS ET SUPER HANC PETRAM AEDIFICABO MEAM ECCLESIAM ET TIBI DABO CLAVES REGNI COELORUM”

“Thou art Peter and upon this rock I shall build My Church and I shall give unto you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven.”

-- Inscription along the base of the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica

Easy Audiobook Language Learning for your iPod, iPhone or iPad
We knew little Italian before our trip but by listening to audiobooks about Italian we learned enough to make our trip much more fun. The first CD is highly recommended because it’s practical and presented very well, making a first exposure to Italian enjoyable.

(1)  Teach Yourself One-Day Italian, Elisabeth Smith, available with this link from Amazon.com. It’s an easy, user-friendly way to learn about 50 words in Italian that can be used any time you are in Italy. It made our trip much easier and a lot more fun. (You’ll see my “customer review” online if you check it out on Amazon.) You can rip the CD and put it on your iPod.

(2) Survival Phrases – Italian, Part 1, Innovative Language Learning, Cinzia Guerriero. From Audible.com. Easy to learn more Italian in your car.

(3) Italian Word Booster, Vocabulearn. From Audible.com. Learn phrases and pronunciations.

(4) Learn in Your Car: Italian, Henry N. Raymond. From Audible.com. 

Our incredible personal guide in Rome:

Anna Maria Gehle

Email: mailto:annamariagehle@gmail.com
She is knowledgeable and accommodating and can be reached easily by email. She can make your trip to Rome much, much more enjoyable and worthwhile.  

Movies to Watch Before You Go – Just for Fun

Roman Holiday – William Wyler, 1953, with Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck in a wonderful romance.

A Room with a View – James Ivory, 1985, based on novel by E. M. Forster. Great soundtrack.

Rome - Roma

(1) Morton, H.V., A Traveller in Rome, Da Capo Press, Perseus Books, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1957.

(2) Hare, Augustus J. C., Walks in Rome, Volume I, Cosimo Classics, New York, 2005, originally published by George Allen in 1871.

(3) Hutchinson, Robert, When in Rome: A Journal of Life in Vatican City, Broadway Books, New York, 1998.

 Foster, B, Marcovitz, H., Bloom’s Literary Guide to Rome, Infobase Publishing, 2007.

(4) Duncan, Paul, Thomas Cook Travellers Rome, Thomas Cook Publishing, 2008.

(5) Varriano, John, Rome: Ten Literary Walking Tours, Chameleon Books, Massachusetts, 2007.
(6) Ferrero, Guglielmo, Characters and Events of Roman History, Barnes and Noble Books, New York, 2005, originally published in 1909.

(7) Tartuferi, Angelo, Michelangelo: Painter, Sculptor and Architect, Papergraf, Padua, Italy, 1993.

(8) Michaelangelo and Raphael in the Vatican, Edizioni Musei Vaticani, Ufficio Vendita Pubblicazioni e Riproduzioni dei Musei Vaticani, Citta del Vaticano, Vatican City, 2000. The Sistine Chapel, the Pualine Chapel, the Stanzas, and the Loggias.

(9) Pomela, Andrea, Vatican Museums, Edizioni Musei Vaticani, Edizioni Musei Vaticani, Ufficio Vendita Pubblicazioni e Riproduzioni dei Musei Vaticani, Citta del Vaticano, Vatican City, 2007.
(10) Fagioli, Marizio and Cipriani, Angela, Bernini, Scala Group, Florence, 1981.

(11) Barchiesi, S, and Minozzi, M., The Galleria Borghese: The Masterpieces, Scala Group, Florence, 2006. Forward by Claudio Strinati, Soprintendente Speciale per il Polo Museale Romano. Introduction by Anna Coliva, Director of the Galleria Borghese, Text by Sophia Barchiesi and Marina Minozzi.
(12) Fiore, Kristina Hermann, Guide to the Galleria Borghese, Miligraf, Rome, 2011.

(13) King, Ross, Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling, Penguin Books, New York, 2003

(14) Lees-Milne, James, Saint Peter’s: The Story of Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 1967. 

(15) Johnson, M., The Borgias, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, 1981.

(16) Martin, Malachi, The Jesuits, Linden Press, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1987. 

(17) Harrison, Barbara Grizzuti, Italian Days, Ticknor & Fields, New York, 1989.

(18) Osteria Margutta, hyperlink, http://www.osteriamargutta.it – one of the loveliest little restaurants in Rome

(19) Woods, Thomas E., Jr., How the Catholic Church Saved Western Civilization, Audiobook from Audible.com with narrator Barrett Whitener, 2005.

(20) Korn, Frank, A Catholics’s Guide to Rome: Discovering the Soul of the Eternal City, Paulist Press, New York, 2000.

(21) Saint Peter’s Basilica: http://www.saintpetersbasilica.org
(22) The Borghese Gallery: http://www.galleriaborghese.it
(23) The Vatican: http://www.vatican.it
Venice - Venezia
(1) James, Henry, Italian Hours, Penguin Classics, 1992, (originally published in 1909), chapters on Venice especially Chapters 1, and 2.
(2) Madden, Thomas F., Venice: A New History, Penguin Books, 2012.

  Excellent history of Venice which dispels many old myths about the city and it’s people that have been around a long time and are untrue in the view of this author. Easy to read.

(3) Cole, T., ed., Venice: A Portable Reader, Lawrence Hill & Co., Westport, Connecticut, 1979. Even Charles Dickens, skeptical Englishman that he was, wrote, “Nothing in the world that you have heard about Venice equals the magnificence and wonderful reality that exceeds the most extravagant dream.” (p. 145).
(4) McGregor, James, Venice From the Ground Up, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2008

(5) Davis, John, Venice: Art and Life in the Lagoon City, Newsweek Book Division, New York, 1973.

(6) Freely, John, Strolling Through Venice: The Definitive Walking Guidebook to La Serenissima, Tauris Park Paperbacks, New York, 1994.

(7) Pedrocco, Fillipo, Titian, Scala, Florence, 1993. (Written by the curator of the Ca’ Rezzonico in Venice for the Great Masters of Art series.)

(8) Marini, P. Luciano, The Frari’s Basilica, English Text, Kina Italia, Italy.
(9) Macadam, Alta, Blue Guide Venice, 9th edition, Somerset, London, 2014.
(10) Modesti, Paola, Santa Maria dei Miracoli: A Late 15th Century Building in Ancient Style, Chorus Marsilio, Venice, Italy, 2013. Beautiful 31 page photographic guidebook with bibliography. 
" 
www.marsilioeditori.it


(11) The Temple of the Most Holy Redeemer, The Redentore, Venice-Guidecca, Edizioni D’Arte Marconi, Genova, Italy 1992. Detailed beautiful photographic guidebook.
(12) Fois, Filippo, La Fenice Theatre, Guide Marsilio, Marsilio Editori, Grafiche Veneziana, Venice, 2013. Beautifully photographed by Michele Crosera, a guidebook that can be purchased in the lobby of  the Gran Teatro La Fenice when you visit the bookshop there.

The Art, History and Culture of Italy

(1) Hartt, Frederick, History of Italian Renaissance Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, Harry N. Abrams, Inc., Publishers, New York, 2nd edition, 1979. (Professor of the History of Art at the University of Virginia.) 

(2) Lubbock, Jules, Storytelling in Christian Art from Giotto to Donatello, Yale University Press, New Haven, 2006.

(3) Hall, Marcia, ed., Rome: Artistic Centers of the Italian Renaissance, Cambridge University Press, New York, 2005.

(4) Von Goethe, Johann Wolfgang, Italian Journey, Penguin Classics, London, 1962.

(5) Lintner, Valerio, A Traveller’s History of Italy, Interlink Books, Massachusetts, 2008.

(6) Barzini, Luigi, The Italians: A Full-Length Portrait Featuring their Manners and Morals, MacMillan Publishing, New York, 1964.

(7) Dante, The Divine Comedy, Vintage Books, New York, 1950.

(8) Vasari, Giorgio, The Lives of the Most Excellent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects, The Modern Library, New York, 2006, originally published in 1550.

(9) James, Henry, Italian Hours, Penguin Classics, copyright Pennsylvania State University, 1992. Classic description of Italy in the late 1800’s.

(10) Jordan, R. F., A Concise History of Western Architecture, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., London, 1969.

(11) Costantino, M., Gambella, L., The Italian Way: Aspects of Behavior, Attitudes, and Customs of the Italians, McGraw Hill, New York, 1996

(12) Landon, H. C. Robbins, Vivaldi: Voice of the Baroque, University of Chicago Press, 1993.

(13) Clark, Kenneth, Civilization: A Personal View, Harper & Row, New York, 1969. (14) Nicolson, Adam, God’s Secretaries: The Making of the King James Bible, Harper Collins Publishers, 2003.

(15) However, Hugo, S.O.Cist., Ph.D., Lives of the Saints, Illustrated, Catholic Book Publishing Company, New York, 1955, Imprimatur, Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York, 1955.

(16) Maryknoll Missal, P. J. Kennedy & Sons, New York, Publisher to the Holy See, 1960, Imprimatur, Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, 1961.

(17) Spiazzi, Anna Maria, Giotto: The Scrovegni Chapel in Padua, Skira Guides, Skira Editore, S.p.A., Milan, Italy, 2004.

Florence - Firenze

(1) Lucas, E. V., A Wanderer in Florence, Hardpress.net, original copyright, 1912.

(2) Ruskin, John, Mornings in Florence, Hardpress.net.

(3) Bradley, Alexander, Ruskin and Italy, UMI Research Press, University  Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1987.

(4) Firenze Musei, Museum of San Marco – The Official Guide, Giunti, 1999.

(5) Rranchi, Mario, Santa Croce: The Church, the Cloister and the Museum, Becocci, undated.

(6)Fossi, Gloria, Firenze Musei, Uffizi Gallery: The Official Guide to all of the Works, Giunti Industrie Grafiche, Prato, Italy. (English edition.)

(7) Tarquini, Aldo, O.P. (Order of Friars Preachers – The Dominican Order), Santa Maria Novella, Becocci Editore, Firenze, 2000. 

(8) Hibbert, C., The House of Medici: It’s Rise and Fall, Morrow Quill Paperbacks, New York, 1974.

Verona

(1) Hale, Shiela, Verona: Travel to Landmarks, Tauris Parke Books, London, 1991

(2) Berlitz, Italian Lakes & Verona Pocket Guide, 2nd Ed., 2009, www.berlitzpublishing.com.
(3) Bonechi, Barbara, Verona: History and Masterpieces, Bonechi Edizioni “Il Turismo”, English edition, Firenze, Italy, 2003.

(4) Bonechi, Barbara, All Verona, Bonechi Edizioni “Il Turismo”, Florence, Italy, 1999.
A Few General Travel Guides on Italy
Steves, R., Openshaw, G., Italy 2009, Avalon Travel, Berkeley, California, 2009.

Steves, R., Florence and Tuscany 2009, Avalon Travel Publishing, Emeryville, California, 2009.  www.ricksteves.com

Steves, R., Openshaw, G., Venice 2011, Avalon Travel, Berkeley, California, 2011.

Macadam, Alta, Blue Guide: Rome, 9th Edition, Sunset Books, London, 2006.

Steves, R., Openshaw, G., Rome 2009, Avalon Travel Publishing, Berkeley, California, 2009.

Steves, R., Europe Through the Back Door: The Travel Skills Handbook 2009, Avalon Travel, Berkeley, California, 2009.

Michelin, Italia Miniatlante Stradale, small road map pocket book of Italy.

Fodor’s The Amalfi Coast, Capri & Naples, Random House, N.Y., N.Y., 2010.

The books by Steves contain good material on locations, hotels, restaurants, museums, and sites in Europe.  His art history and historical interpretations, however, are not particularly strong points of his work. His anti-Catholic bias detracts from those aspects of his travel books.  This bias should be taken into consideration whenever he holds forth on art or history.  Otherwise, his books can be very helpful when planning travel in Europe.  One should look to other sources for art history and historical interpretation.

Wines of Italy

(1) Bastianich, Joseph & Lynch, David, Vino Italiano: The Regional Wines of Italy, Clarkson Potter Publishers, New York, 2005.  Encyclopedic presentation of Italian wines with recipes provided by Lidia Bastianich and Mario Batali. 
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